1. Mind maps

Mind maps use text to develop ideas. This is the most common form of organising
ideas. They can be used as part of the brainstorming process as a first attempt to
organise your ideas, and further developed into planning documents in which you
map out the structure of your text.

Brainstorming

This brainstorm on ‘Chinese calligraphy and the scholar’ is an attempt to illustrate
the relationship between the Chinese traditional scholar-official and calligraphy,
from pragmatic and spiritual perspectives. It makes some links, but still needs to be

developed further.
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Planning your text

You can develop your thesis, dissertation, presentation or research paper as a 'map'
that you add text to under headings and sub-headings. You can revise the map as
your research develops.

Here is an example of a mind map that is developed out of the brainstorm above.

| Chinese calligraphy and the traditional scholar-official I

The people SACRED DUTY The emperor

Exemﬁlra}vof
Confucian gentleman

Political adviser
l Examined onthe classics (written essays)

SkilledintheFourArts: __——___  Skilled in:
1. Go:strategy  © 1. Reading the politicalclimate
2. Gu:ritual music 2. Interpretingtheclassics
3. Hua: painting 3. Remonstratingwith the emperor
4. Shu: calligraphy 4. Documenting key events or

7 N biographical achievements;
writing testimonials; poetry,
odes, song lyrics

* Training
* Affect & emotionalimpact—
making and reading
Religious and phi e e
Daosim, Yin-yang and the Five Elements, Buddhism, Confucianism

* Styles&functions \\. ‘




