Setting out an argument – linking and chaining words

Social sciences

Hunt, Janet (2008). Local NGOs in national development: the case of East Timor, PhD GSSSP, RMIT University, p.6.
In most disciplines, a review of literature is likely to start out with definitions of key terms, those that form the key research question. These are created with reference to the definitions of others.
For Janet Hunt’s research into the roles of non-government organisations (NGOs) in East Timor’s national development, she needs a working definition of development that will emphasise the role of local NGOs.
· Notice how Hunt builds towards a favourable conclusion of the discussion. 

· Notice how she uses the literature to argue her position. 

· Notice the reference chains and other linking words she uses.

	…

Earlier development theory has also been subject to criticism by those who believe that ‘development’, as exemplified by major development institutions, has failed to deliver on its promises to the poor; rather, ‘development’ has entrenched elites and marginalised others, favoured the adoption of western models and systems inappropriate to developing country contexts, and disregarded the diversity of cultural, social and economic possibilities (Crush 1995, Escobar 2000, Sachs 1992). These writers have suggested greater attention to local actors and locally developed ideas for improving people’s lives. Their detractors, however, argue that development has already adopted concepts of empowerment and participation, and that local communities actively engage with development, and make of it what they will (McGregor 2007, Robins 2003). Thus the very nature of ‘development’ is now contested and there is room for a diversity of players. Among those players, the world of development now widely accepts a place for civil society, including NGOs, in a more democratic development.
	


Answer key

	…

Earlier development theory has also been subject to criticism by those who believe that ‘development’, as exemplified by major development institutions, has failed to deliver on its promises to the poor; rather, ‘development’ has entrenched elites and marginalised others, favoured the adoption of western models and systems inappropriate to developing country contexts, and disregarded the diversity of cultural, social and economic possibilities (Crush 1995, Escobar 2000, Sachs 1992). These writers have suggested greater attention to local actors and locally developed ideas for improving people’s lives. Their detractors, however, argue that development has already adopted concepts of empowerment and participation, and that local communities actively engage with development, and make of it what they will (McGregor 2007, Robins 2003). Thus the very nature of ‘development’ is now contested and there is room for a diversity of players. Among those players, the world of development now widely accepts a place for civil society, including NGOs, in a more democratic development.
	Critics of early development theory

Those who criticise… 

Supporters of early development theory argue that…

Therefore…

Hunt’s focus is on the role of NGOs in democratic development
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